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National “Shiny Clay Balls” Competition 10th Anniversary Exhibition and Workshops
july | - November 26, 2017
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The earth’s myriad creatures are fed by the soil. Plants grow, obtaining nourishment
from the soil, and become food for animals. The first paintings by human beings
were rendered using soil pigments. Jomon pottery vessels created 15,000 years
ago were made by firing clay soil. Soil has been used to dye fabrics, make walls
for houses, and even in the forging of metal for Buddhist statues and swords. Soil,
something exceedingly common, is the blessed abundance of the earth; soil enables
life to grow and produces everything needed for living. Gathered and displayed
here are different kinds of soils from different regions—some 300 in all, ranging
from soils of the ground we commonly see around us to soils used in our daily lives
in altered forms. We invite you to peruse this Sourcebook of Soils and observe the
different soils from closeup. You will see how unique each soil is in its color and the
character of its particles.

Soil still today serves us in countless unseen ways. We hope you will ponder the
often-forgotten relationship between soil and human beings, rediscover its power as
a material, and enjoy its beauty and fascination.
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