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¢ Blac stle, Heritage Site, Izumo, Matsue, somurai, Shimane, shrine, UNESCO
NortherniShimaane's Japan‘s’/Aricient
Refuge for the Divine

Izumo Region Recent
’ ” e Imizy, Toyoma - The

Sloopy Venice of Matsue Castle

Hokuriku

Japan's Black Keep
Okinava - The Vibrant
Isiands of the Ryukyu
For those with a passion for history, Matsue Castle is @ must see destination. Built in 1611 by the feudal lord Horio Yoshiharu, this
remarkable fortress is one of the few remaining original castles in Japan, providing a rare and tangible connection to the
country’s feudal era. The castle’s dark wooden facade eamed it the nickname “The Black Castle”.

King

Yutuin, Oita - A Tranquil

Day-Trip Gataway Near
Em g Sttgy Reo As | entered the grounds, it rose with stoic dignity from the hilitop between massive trees scraping the sky, overiooking the
oppu

t the hoortof tzu waters of Lake Shinji and the surrounding city of Matsue below.

What sets Matsue Castle apartis its authenticity. Unlike o many other castles that were lost to the flames of the Mej
Categories Restoration or the upheavals of World War I}, Matsue Castle has remained largely untouched. It feels like a portal to the Edo
period. You are required to take off your shoes before you enter and as you step inside, the air is cooler, carrying @ sense of
the centuries that have passed since those floors were first laid. Aimost all of the castle retains ts original wood and stones,
50 the creaking of each board and wooden beam beneath your feet holds a story from a different era.

It's easy to imagine the residents and samurai in the castle, looking out from the same vantage point, scanning the horizon
Looking through the small siits in the windows, | could envision how they defended the keep from assault. The castle stands

tall at 6 stories and the aged timber stairs were made intentionally narrow and extremely steep. it would be hard for invaders

to ascand the castle but this dasion also mada it <o that visitors nead 1o traad carafully taa
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