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AINU COLLECTION AT THE VIENNA WORLD EHPOSITION OF 1873
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Chapter 1: The Vienna World Exposition

The Vienna World Exposition was held in the capital of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire, Vienna, for a period of six months
from May 1 to November 2, 1873. It was the first international
exposition in which Japan officially participated. In prepara-
tion for the exposition, the Meiji government collected
materials from across the country. Ainu materials were also
collected, marking the beginning of a systematic effort by the
Japanese government to collect Ainu artifacts.
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Chapter 2: The Genealogy of the Vienna World Exposition

— The Origins of Japanese Expositions and Museums
One of the objectives behind Japan’s participation in the Vienna

T L

Exposition was the conceptualization of Japan’s first museum, aimed e [ 5245 | /24 fiE
at the advancement of academic, artistic, and scientific knowledge %m%'@ﬁﬁ%o)%*\
within the country. This initiative marked a genealogical progression
from the Edo-period product fairs (bussankai), where community
members gathered informally to exhibit and evaluate goods, to
state-sponsored expositions (hakurankai) that institutionalized the
collection and public display of material culture as a national
endeavor.
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Chapter 3: On the Eve of the Vienna World Exposition

— The Exposition through the Lens of Ainu Collections

Against the backdrop of the Vienna World Exposition, the collection of

Ainu artifacts, which had originated as an antiquarian interest among

Edo-period intellectuals, was transformed into a more systematic

endeavor. This new phase emphasized regional characteristics (such as

those of Hokkaido and Sakhalin) and the collection of coherent sets of

everyday tools. Starting with the Vienna World Exposition, ARHK (74 R DOEN BB 5551

“traditional Ainu culture” came to be curated and FORE LG RERTRL 1mage: TNM Image Archives

packaged for public display.
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Chapter 4: After the Vienna World Exposition

— The Treaty of Saint Petersburg and the Ainu
Collections

In 1875, Meiji Japan and Russia signed the Treaty

of Saint Petersburg, defining the border between the
two countries. This event forced dramatic changes
upon the Ainu people living in Sakhalin and the Kuril
Islands. During the border demarcation process,
collections of indigenous artifacts, including the Ainu
collections, were created and exhibited in museums and
other spaces.
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