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[Japanese-English Bilingual Edition]
Memento Mori - Death Is Nothing to Be Scared Of

—No Karaoke, but We Do Have Coffins!—

A new perspective on death from the owner of a Japanese end-of-life bar, inviting
readers to embrace death not with fear, but as an opportunity to reflect on how they live.

Originally published in Japanese by Bookdam in February 2025, A Little Reflection on Death
Made Me Realize There Was Nothing to Fear attracted considerable media attention. In
November 2026, a Japanese-English bilingual edition of the book was released.

Author Masumi Murata experienced the loss of three family members, including her
mother, within a short period during her twenties. These experiences led her to reflect
deeply on death and its meaning. In February 2024, she opened Memento Mori, an end-of-
life bar in Tokyo, where she creates a welcoming space for people to explore their own
perspectives on life and death, share their thoughts, and build meaningful human
connections.

The book explores the story behind the opening of her end-of-life bar, offers insights into
imagining one's ideal final moments, and examines the process of symbolic rebirth through
the experience of lying in a coffin. It also features conversational interviews with four guest
bar hosts and practical advice on preparing for the end of life. Through these stories and
reflections, Murata speaks to readers of all generations, reminding us that death is
something we will all eventually face.

This bilingual edition is for anyone wishing to reflect on their own life and mortality, as well
as readers interested in language learning and Japanese culture. We hope this book will
introduce Japan's unique end-of-life planning culture to the world and inspire
conversations about life and death that transcend national and linguistic boundaries.

@ Book Information

Title: Memento Mori - Death Is nothing to be scared of
[Japanese-English Bilingual Edition]

Author: Masumi Murata

Price: $20 (excluding tax) Publication date: November 5, 2026
Publisher: Bookdam A5 format / 272 pages

@ About the Author

Masumi Murata
Founder & CEO, YOMI International Inc.

After graduating from Doshisha University's Faculty of Law, Department of Political Science, she worked

in the IT and floral distribution industries before founding Houseboat Club Co., Ltd. in 2007. A pioneer

in ocean ash scattering in Japan, she has continued to explore new approaches to funerals,

memorialization, and end-of-life planning.

She opened Memento Mori, an end-of-life bar in Tokyo in 2024 and Okinawa in 2025, creating spaces

where people can talk openly about death and reflect on what it means to live well. Through her

business ventures and cultural initiatives, she seeks to connect life and death and build bridges between

Japan and the world.

In November 2026, she organized Memento Mori in NYC: The Art of Japanese Life & Death, an event in New York exploring

Japanese perspectives on life, death, and memorial culture.
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