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Welcome to Hyogo; the hometown of hibi

The matches of Harima and 1/:he incerise of AwajiIsland:
The origin‘of hibris found here;
Within the traditional industries of Hyogo Prefecture.

Z 7 7 A 7
;2 Mfé%% //&%Zf

7 ///Zé//”/ ///Z//////
7= 4 ///
o
y
&% HARIMA
WFRSGERE - bBE DR 2 HT 2
WREEH 5. WRAGH O ¥kAR 2 0 TR ////

W—ARTLmE LTHRBL X L.

\
NN

N &

N

The Harima region has Himeji Castle, a
world heritage site. The coastal area of this
region has developed as a major industrial
zone during the pre-war and post-war
periods.
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Awaji Island is depicted in the Kojiki (Records
of Ancient Matters) as the first island that
has been created in Japan. It provides a
temperate climate for prosperous agriculture
and fisheries.

HZ S

."I‘-'l- LLL T

HED= v 5

WA 02 | Wh 22 6 %5 A PSRRI 2 3 0 L THA & - 7= [
=y FILY. RHTZOMED &S 6 s Fitidn
L LTARE b, HRHED T BE RIS 2 12 U SR
FEDHBIERE b L THIE. 4 b &R OHTH & 415
ZETT,

RGBS D

FERDISSVE . ORI & » TIRIEE I b 126 a il
WMEILC ) Ok, COHMRFD [VER]) #' % f& Ok
LTI o, RHTIREES R IARRKDOBRE
DEMLELRY S TREFELEEEDRN TH Y D T ]
7.

Matches of Harima

Utilizing the techniques coming from Europe, domestic
production of matches started at the beginning of the Meiji
period. Later, Japanese matches became so popular as
export goods, thanks to the quality, that match
manufacturing developed as a local industry of Hyogo,
including Harima which was blessed with marine
transportation facilities. Even today, the region contributes
to roughly 70% of the domestic production volume.

Incense of Awaji Island

Incense manufacturing technique was brought to Awaji
Island by craftsmen of Sakai in 1850 during the last days
of the Tokugawa shogunate. Thanks to the westerly winds,
which are characteristics of the island and ideal for drying
incense, Awaji Island has become the biggest incense
manufacturer in Japan, responsible for about 70% of the
domestic production volume today.
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Safeguarding the flame that we’ve inherited,
We build the future.

What hibi wanted to create was,

A culture of new ways to enjoy incense.

Matches and incense that used to be daily necessities at home,

Are now disappearing little by little from our daily life.

In revising the value of the products,

Hibi aims to introduce a breath of fresh air into local industries.

From an encounter of craftsmen’s wisdom, inherited over many years, with a design,

Was born a new style that we wanted to transmit from Japan to the world.




r

KEITFT DD 6 T RA S

Vay EBIIMETHRCERL . FF Lo VKPR ABL 2L, ZOHAERMZT 20 Hcd
AARZEDET v 7 ARKEOWELIREOVELZOH  BHHDO <y FHATZLTT., HHOAL A =P LhH
bELEHAORHEPL. AHChAEN I ER L VL) 2y LRI CNE > T 74 v b 3 IEHE
7 BB b BIERII0FE D = v FREMM ORI E S TV E T,

Precision and security because it’s something to light up

Striking should ignite the stick securely and extend the flame to incense firmly. In order to ensure these functions,
skilled craftsmen repeatedly adjusted the amount of wax to soak and powders to include in matchsticks. Be it in
colouring stick heads in line with the image of each fragrance or in manufacturing boxes with a technique ensuring a
precise fitting of an inner box to an outer one to hold sticks perfectly inside, the experience of a match manufacturing

company established about 90 years ago, is kept alive.
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Clear fragrance and flexible strength

Incense is originally something very fragile. However, hibi must have both the solidness to prevent the sticks from easily
breaking when striking and the burnability to ensure that the sticks burn until the very end. This challenge was
overcome by a new technique of kneading exquisite amounts of paper fibres and charcoal into the base of incense.
Fragrances selected from occidental herbs were developed as refined notes by the 3rd generation of an old incense

company established about 80 years ago.
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A design that carries our wish

That it would become something precious bringing even 10 minutes of pleasure in people’s everyday life. An art director
in an office located in a small local town of Hyogo, who has been revitalizing various local industries, put such a wish into

every product detail from the brand name to the appearance of box. It is a design that communicates creators’ message

beyond the means of words.
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Team of hibi
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Production Masafumi Sagayama Kobe Match Co., Ltd.
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Produce

Chosaku Shimomura
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Yasuhiro Horiuchi

Daihatsu Co., Ltd.

TRUNK DESIGN
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Copywriting Sachi Matsumoto QUILL
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Photograph Shiori Nishi
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Advisor Yoshiyuki Miyake Y Co., Ltd.
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T +81 79 277 0421
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info@hibi-jp.com
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