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PRESS RELEASE

Japan’s First National English-Language Business Contest for High School Students
Tackling Regional Revitalization Launches with Global Recognition

Date: July 11, 2025

MCW proudly announces the launch of the Teenage Business Contest Japan (TBC Japan) — the
first national English-language business contest for high school students in Japan focused on
solving regional revitalization challenges. The initiative has been officially featured by Stanford
University’s SPICE (Stanford Program on International and Cross-Cultural Education), bringing
international visibility to this youth-led social entrepreneurship movement.

Empowering the Next Generation of Social Innovators

TBC Japan offers a unique platform for high school students to identify and solve real-world
issues such as rural depopulation, aging populations, and economic decline. Through the use of
English and business frameworks, students are challenged to think critically, collaborate across
regions, and present actionable solutions to diverse stakeholders.

This is not just an English contest — it is an opportunity to equip Japan’s youth with practical
problem-solving skills, entrepreneurial mindset, and global communication capabilities.

Key Highlights

e Founded by Millie Gan, a British national raised in Tokyo, currently a student in San
Diego, and a participant in Stanford’s e-Entrepreneurship Japan (SeEJ) program

o Invitations sent to over 150 high schools across Japan, with strong engagement from
regional and rural communities

o Official support from the Cabinet Office of Japan’s Regional Revitalization Team

e Special Innovation Award created by University of Tokyo IPC (Innovation Platform
Company)

e Over ¥3 million (approx. USD 20,000) raised from seven corporate sponsors focused on
education and social impact

o Final Pitch Contest to be held on August 7, 2025, at EGG Marunouchi (Tokyo), with 10
finalist teams presenting in English before a panel of professors, investors, and executives
from leading organizations

Vision

Millie Gan launched TBC Japan based on the belief that entrepreneurship is not about starting
companies, but about solving problems with purpose. Her experience in the Stanford SeEJ
program, combined with her personal encounters with Japan’s rural challenges during the
COVID-19 pandemic, led her to create this nationwide initiative.



“We don’t have to wait to make a difference,” Gan says. “Young people have the creativity,
urgency, and empathy to address these issues — and TBC Japan is a platform to amplify those
voices.”

Media Contact

TBC Japan Executive Committee / MCW LLC
Contact: Millie Gan (Founder)
# Email: [your-email@example.com]
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