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MetLife Foundation
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MetLife Japan partners with Waffle to bridge Japan's IT gender gap

MetLife Insurance K.K. (“MetLife Japan,” Representative Statutory Executive Officer, Chairman, President
and Chief Executive Officer Dirk Ostijn) announced it will partner with the nonprofit organization Waffle
(Minato-ku, Tokyo, Co-Founder, Sayaka Tanaka) to help bridge the information technology (IT) gender gap,
by empowering and developing female talent in the STEM fields. A donation from MetLife Foundation will
support these actions.

Our Purpose :

Always with you,
building a more
confident future.

EHITHATHL,
&L BREICET To

N MetLife

AyFSA7ES
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This partnership is the latest initiative in Japan designed to help MetLife deliver on the 2030 diversity, equity
and inclusion commitments it announced in March 2022. The commitments are designed to address the
needs of the underserved and underrepresented through a mix of investments, products and services,
supply chain, volunteering and community efforts.

Through the partnership, the donation from MetLife Foundation will support three programs conducted by
Waffle, that seek to empower and develop young female and gender minority talent :

1) One-day coding program for female students (Waffle Camp)

This program is for female junior high school and high school students in rural cities who rarely have
opportunities to learn IT skills or be exposed to female role models working in the IT field. The program
aims to spark interest in IT and encourage participants to broaden their professional horizons by
considering IT as a potential career

2) Technovation Girls Japan 2023

Technovation Girls, a global mobile application demo development competition, is organized by a U.S.
NPO, Technovation. Waffle will host this programin Japan. The aim of this program is to foster
entrepreneurship by encouraging future leaders in the IT field who are highly motivated to launch
businesses and develop services through the development of mobile applications designed to resolve
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societal issues. Additionally, students will acquire skills that will aid their development as programming
engineers.

3) Programing training program (Waffle College)
This one-year programming course is provided for undergraduate and graduate students. Through it,
participants can acquire skills in various programming languages, regardless of if they have a computer
science background. The program is designed to give students hands-on experience with technology
that will increase their potential to shape their future.

“MetLife Japan is committed to supporting the development of STEM skills, as students who major in math
and science can play an important role in the life insurance industry through such areas as IT, actuarial
science, risk management, investments, and more,” said Paul Miles, Statutory Executive Officer and Chief
Corporate Affairs Officer, MetLife Japan. “In cooperation with MetLife Foundation and Waffle, we aim to
help bridge the gender gap in the IT field by supporting the career development of female talent through
STEM education programs. MetLife Japan will continue to empower our local communities while living our
purpose, ‘Always with you, building a more confident future.”

Sayaka Tanaka, Co-founder of Waffle, said, “To solve social issues and make innovations, The
Government of Japan has been working to develop talents in the STEM area nationwide. Although
Japanese female middle and high school students are the world's top performers in science and math,
stereotypical comments from parents and teachers that ‘technical jobs are not suitable for women’ lead to
the prejudgement among female students that ‘science fields are not suitable for women,” causing a gender
gap in the IT field. In order to realize a sustainable society using IT, strong support for young women and
gender minorities and accelerating diverse environments are essential. We are very pleased to be working
with MetLife, a global leader in the life insurance industry, to address these issues.”

About MetLife Insurance K.K.

MetLife Japan started operations in 1973 as the first foreign life insurance company in Japan and currently
operates as a Japanese corporation and an affiliate of MetLife, Inc., a leading global financial services
company that aims to help people become more self-reliant and able to pursue more from life. MetLife
Japan provides a broad, innovative range of products through diverse distribution channels to individual
and institutional customers. https://www.metlife.co.jp

About MetLife Foundation

At MetLife Foundation, we are committed to driving inclusive economic mobility for underserved and
underrepresented communities around the world. We collaborate with nonprofit organizations and provide
grants aligned to three strategic focus areas — economic inclusion, financial health and resilient
communities — while engaging MetLife employee volunteers to help drive impact. MetLife Foundation was
established in 1976 to continue MetLife’s long tradition of corporate contributions and community
involvement. Since 1976, MetLife Foundation has contributed over $900 million to strengthen communities
where MetLife has a presence. To learn more about MetLife Foundation, visit www.MetLife.org.

NPO Waffle

Waffle is a non-profit organization that aims to close the gender gap in the IT field. We offer three
technical programs: 1) “Waffle Camp” for female and gender minority middle and high school students, 2)
“Waffle College” for undergrad and graduate school students, 3) support for “Technovation Girls” in
Japan, and various events in collaboration with partners. In addition, we actively advocate including public
comments on the Draft of the Fifth Basic Plan for Gender Equality. We were awarded the “SDGs
Partnership Award” by the Government of Japan in 2020. Founded the organization in 2019. Based in
Minato-ku, Tokyo.

Website https://waffle-waffle.org/

Page 2 of 4


https://www.metlife.co.jp/
http://www.metlife.org/
https://waffle-waffle.org/

