PRESS RELEASE

Aoba-Japan International School
Becomes the World's First "B Group of Schools" to Achieve Accreditation
Dual International Recognition Secures Position as Leading Education Group

TOKYO — Aoba-Japan International School (A-JIS, Nerima-ku, Tokyo), a group school of
Aoba-BBT Co., Ltd. (TSE Standard: 2464), announced that it is the first in the world to achieve
accreditation under a new International Baccalaureate (IB) framework that evaluates and accredits
multiple educational sites together as a single group organization.
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Historically, international accreditation has been conducted at the individual school level. This
groundbreaking achievement represents an unprecedented global precedent: all campuses and faculty
meet international standards, and all students benefit from the same high-quality, intentionally
designed education delivered through seamless coordination across sites. This recognition affirms that
the educational excellence Aoba-BBT has built over five decades is not incidental, but systematic and
sustained across the entire organization.

The Fastest Completion: Quality Embedded in Daily Practice

The IB's new framework is a pilot programme with multiple educational organizations participating
worldwide. Among them, A-JIS completed the evaluation process with exceptional speed. This rapid
completion reflects the reality that educational quality is not built through special preparation, but is
embedded in the daily practice of each campus and continuously shared, refined, and improved across
the group as a whole.

Beyond undergoing evaluation, A-JIS provided the IB with specific, constructive feedback on the
evaluation framework itself—feedback that has been recognized as contributing meaningfully to how
the IB structures future evaluations. This distinction marks A-JIS not merely as an evaluated
institution, but as a development partner helping advance international education assessment itself.



Dual Accreditation: "Firsts'" and '"Renewals'' Confirm Sustained Excellence

In the same period, following a comprehensive evaluation in March 2026, A-JIS was awarded
International Accreditation (re-accreditation) by the Council of International Schools (CIS),
conducted in collaboration with the New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC). CIS
International Accreditation is among the world's most rigorous and respected international standards.
Its membership spans more than 1,500 schools and universities across 124 countries and serves as a
benchmark recognized by educational ministries and evaluation bodies worldwide.

Together, these two milestones—the world's first IB group accreditation and CIS/NEASC
re-accreditation—provide dual confirmation from the most authoritative international bodies that
A-JIS's educational standards are neither fleeting nor circumstantial, but foundational and enduring.

What the Evaluators Observed: Student Learning in Practice
The independent CIS/NEASC evaluation team commended A-JIS across several critical dimensions:

e Collaborative, inquiry-based learning environments that actively support student agency
and reflection

e Personalized learning at scale, enabled through coordination among teachers, support staff,
and the wider school community

e Student articulation and metacognition: Students' demonstrated ability to describe their
own learning in their own words, and to explain their problem-solving approaches when
facing challenges

e Systematic continuous improvement: Well-structured systems of assessment, reporting, and
teacher collaboration that sustain advancement in teaching and learning

Notably, the evaluators singled out the sophistication of student reflection and
self-articulation—evidence that A-JIS cultivates not the accumulation of knowledge, but the
cultivation of thinking.

A-JIS centers its education on entrepreneurship, innovation, and social responsibility. The goal is
to nurture globally minded leaders who learn throughout their lives and bring positive change to the
world. Today's accreditation confirms that this intentional approach is producing measurable,
observable results.

Building on Five Decades of Tradition

Founded in 1976, A-JIS marks its 50th anniversary this year. For half a century, it has delivered
continuous international education from early years through Grade 12, serving as an authorized 1B
World School across all three programmes—the PYP (early years and elementary), MYP (middle
school), and DP (high school)—with curriculum built around the IB as its core.

Today, approximately 830 students from 40 countries study across A-JIS's multiple campuses,
creating a learning environment rich in diversity where students learn from one another daily. This
scale and diversity, combined with systematic coordination across sites, is precisely what enabled
A-JIS to pioneer the group accreditation framework—and to complete it faster than any organization
worldwide.

[Executive Comment] — Jake Madded, Group Head of Schools

"This achievement is a meaningful affirmation of the sustained effort, care, and professionalism
shared across our entire school community. As the first school in the world to be accredited under the
IB's new group framework, and as a re-accredited CIS/NEASC school, A-JIS reaffirms its place
among the world's leading international schools. This recognition reflects the daily dedication of our
teachers, leaders, students, and support teams — and confirms that our shared commitment to



continuous improvement, reflection, and student growth continues to shape compassionate, globally
minded learners ready to lead positive change in the world.

Global Pathways. Supported by Accreditation

Underpinned by this internationally accredited education, A-JIS graduates pursue leading universities
both overseas and within Japan. IB Diploma (DP) holders are eligible for university admission
throughout Japan, and the Japanese Ministry of Education recognizes graduates of CIS-accredited
international schools for Japanese university admission as well. This dual-pathway
positioning—enabling students to pursue tertiary education in any country—reflects the group's
commitment to educational breadth.

About Aoba-Japan International School:

Founded in 1976, Aoba-Japan International School is an
co-educational international school serving students from kindergarten
to grade 12. With campuses across Tokyo, A-JIS is dedicated to
developing global citizens who are compassionate, critical thinkers,

, ; _ and lifelong learners. The school is fully accredited by the Council of
it International Schools (CIS) and the New England Association of

AOBA-JAPAN

INTERNATIONAL SeHOOL Schools and Colleges (NEASC).
QORA Website: https://www.aoba-japan.jp

Group International Schools and Early Childhood Education Institutes

e Aoba-Japan International School [IB PYP, MYP, and DP Authorized School]

e Meguro Campus (Aobadai, Meguro-ku)
e Hikarigaoka Campus (Hikarigaoka, Nerima-ku)
e Bunkyo Campus (Honkomagome, Bunkyo-ku)

e Aoba-Japan International School [IB DP Pilot Program |
e Global Campus (Online)
e Aoba-Japan Bilingual Preschool [IB PYP Authorized School]

Harumi Campus (Harumi, Chuo-ku)

Waseda Campus (Takadanobaba, Shinjuku-ku)
Mitaka Campus (Mitaka-shi, Tokyo)

Nakano Campus (Minamidai, Nakano-ku)
Shimomeguro Campus (Shimomeguro, Meguro-ku)
Yoga Campus (Kamiyoga, Setagaya-ku)

o Summerhill International School [IB PYP Authorized School]

e Musashi International School Tokyo [Cambridge Assessment International Education
Authorized School]


https://www.google.com/search?q=https://www.aoba-japan.jp
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http://www.aobajapan.jp/

