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In the society we live in, unpredictable things often happen. Normal patterns of life can be suddenly
interrupted, making it impossible to even meet people you typically talk with every day. Without
warning, you may not be able to go to the places you used to go normally. And even in my own home,
which | used to think of as where | belong, | have started to wonder if it is really where | want to be.
Sometimes | feel very anxious because | feel like | have lost my place.

When we live in such an unstable and unpredictable society, how can we find a place that we can
make comfortable and call our own?

In this exhibition, we ask how people relate themselves to a place, how they develop and attachment
to it, and how they inhabit it. Using some of the projects that embarked on so far as examples, we
are attempting to better define the characteristics of places we can develop a genuine affinity for.
In the projects exhibited here, we show the process of trial and error involved in answering these
guestions. We show not only the outcomes of our work, but the thought and methodology behind it.
Despite our efforts, we cannot claim to have discovered a fixed way of working. Instead, we would
like you to see the repeating process of doing what you can, where you can — and wondering if you
should always approach problems in the same way.

This exhibition invites you to share our experience of gradually building relationships between
people and place. Through our projects, we have used the concrete tools of real-world construction
to solve local, conditional problems, but we have also tried to keep sight of the larger questions of
space and belonging that motivate our work. We would appreciate it if you could do the same.

We must begin by creating places by and for ourselves — places that give us respite in the complex
in the society in which we live. If we can do that, we may be able to envision a brighter and more
enjoyable social image for the future.

Hiroto Kobayashi
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