
Kikokushijo Academy Achieves 70% Share in Returnee 
and English Admissions at Seven Top Schools 
100% at Shibuya Shibuya; strong results at leading schools including Hiroo and Shibuya 
Makuhari 

Kikokushijo Academy (KA), an educational institution for returnee students and highly proficient 
English learners, recorded a high share of successful applicants in returnee and English-based 
entrance examinations at major competitive junior high schools in the Tokyo metropolitan area 
for the 2026 admissions cycle. 

The academy’s long-standing focus on developing students’ critical thinking and expressive 
abilities continues to produce strong results across multiple schools. 

Across seven major competitive schools, 306 of the 439 successful applicants in the 
relevant admissions categories were KA students, representing a 69.7％ share. 

Following the previous year’s results, KA has maintained a consistently high share of 
approximately 70%, demonstrating stable performance in returnee and English-based 
admissions. 

 

Approximately Three in Four Successful Applicants at 
Top Schools Are KA Students 

 



This share was calculated based on publicly available admissions data and official school 
announcements for returnee and English-related admissions categories at the following schools: Shibuya 
Kyoiku Gakuen Shibuya, Shibuya Kyoiku Gakuen Makuhari, Hiroo Gakuen, Hiroo Gakuen Koishikawa, 
Kogyokusha, Ichikawa, and Senzoku Gakuen. 

The number of successful applicants is based on data confirmed as of June 2026 and may be subject to 
updates. 

 

Share of Successful Applicants by School (2026 
Admissions) 

 
 
For the share calculations, the following entrance exam categories were used: 
Hiroo Gakuen and Hiroo Gakuen Koishikawa – International AG entrance exams; 
Kogyokusha – International Class (returnee) English entrance exam; 
Senzoku Gakuen – Returnee A and B exam formats; 
Mita International School (IC) – November, December, and February admissions; 



Shoei – December entrance exam. 
Percentages are rounded to the nearest tenth. 

 

Notable Results at Other Leading Schools 
In addition to the seven competitive schools above, KA students also achieved strong results at 
many other schools offering returnee and English-language admissions. 

Examples include: 

●​ Keio Shonan Fujisawa Junior and Senior High School (SFC): 24 students 
●​ Seiko Gakuin Junior High School: 15 students 
●​ Tokyo Gakugei University International Secondary School: 12 students 
●​ Kaichi Nihonbashi Gakuen Junior High School: 38 students 
●​ Kaetsu Ariake Junior High School: 98 students 

KA students earned successful admissions at many schools across the region. 

For full details, please visit the official Kikokushijo Academy website:​
https://www.kikokushijoacademy.com/ 

For Keio Shonan Fujisawa Junior High School, results include both the returnee and general admissions 
three-subject exam. For Seiko Gakuin Junior High School, the returnee English & Mathematics exam is 
included. For Kaichi Nihonbashi Gakuen and Kaetsu Ariake Junior High School, results include the 
November, December, and February admissions rounds. 

 

Three Educational Strengths That Support Student 
Growth 
KA’s program goes beyond test preparation. The academy emphasizes learning that develops 
students’ ability to think critically and express their ideas clearly, skills that continue to 
benefit them long after entrance examinations. 

These outcomes are supported by three key educational elements. 

Instruction by Native English-Speaking Teachers with Deep Admissions 
Expertise 

https://www.kikokushijoacademy.com/?utm_source=media&utm_medium=pr_times&utm_campaign=2026_results&utm_term=2026_mar&utm_content=2026_results


Teachers who understand the entrance exam expectations at each school continuously 
challenge students to explain their reasoning and articulate their ideas. This approach 
strengthens both critical thinking and logical expression in English. 

Dedicated Advisors Who Support Students Throughout the Process 

From developing application strategies to providing emotional support during the examination 
period, KA advisors work closely with both students and families to guide them through the 
admissions journey. 

A Community That Encourages and Supports Each Other 

KA classrooms foster a warm environment where students and teachers interact closely. 
Conversations before and after class and during breaks create a supportive atmosphere that 
helps students stay motivated and continue challenging themselves. 

 

A Shared Journey: Student Voices from the Juken Party 
The Juken Party(Juken Program Graduation Celebration), held on February 22, 2026, brought 
together students who had completed their entrance examinations. 

The event celebrates the KA community, giving students an opportunity to reconnect with 
classmates and teachers who supported them throughout the admissions journey and to reflect 
on their shared experiences. 

Messages from Students (Excerpt) 

“I was anxious about the Japanese entrance exam process after returning to Japan, but at KA I 
met classmates with similar experiences. I realized I wasn’t alone. Conversations with teachers 
and friends supported me just as much as the lessons, and that helped me stay positive until 
the end.” — Y.T. 

“More than the results themselves, I feel that I gained the ability to develop my own ideas and 
communicate them in English. Even right before the exams, going to KA made me feel calm. It 
was a place where I felt, ‘If I come here, everything will be okay.’” — E.G. 

“My classmates didn’t feel like competitors. We were teammates working toward the same goal. 
More than the day the results were announced, the moment that stays with me most is laughing 
together with everyone at the JUKEN PARTY.” — N.F. 

 



Comment from the Founder 
“In returnee admissions, success requires more than strong English ability. Students must be 
able to think independently and communicate their ideas clearly. 

This year again, I am proud of the many students who worked hard and opened new paths for 
themselves. I hope the experiences they gained at KA will continue to support their learning and 
their lives well beyond their next school.” 

— Charles Knudsen​
Founder, Kikokushijo Academy​
CEO, Global KA Holdings Inc. 

 

About the Global KA Group 
Global KA Holdings Inc.​
Headquarters: Shibuya, Tokyo​
CEO: Charles Knudsen 

Group brands include: 

●​ Kikokushijo Academy (KA) 
●​ KA International School (KAIS) 
●​ Global Step Academy 
●​ International Survival 
●​ The International School Times 
●​ and others 

Official website:​
https://globalka.com/ 

 

Media Contact 
Public Relations​
Global KA Holdings Inc. 

Email: media@globalka.com 

 

https://globalka.com/?utm_source=media&utm_medium=pr_times&utm_campaign=2026_results&utm_term=2026_mar&utm_content=2026_results
mailto:media@globalka.com


【Correction】 Some of the acceptance numbers in this release have been updated following a 
final audit after publication. The text and charts have been revised accordingly. 
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