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May 26, 2023

Special concert with Pokémon and the NHK Symphony Orchestra to be
held on August 10" (Thurs)
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The Pokémon Company (located in Minato-ku, Tokyo / CEO: Tsunekazu Ishihara) will hold a
special concert in cooperation with Japan's leading orchestra, the NHK Symphony Orchestra,
Tokyo (NHKSO), on August 10th (Thurs), 2023.

The orchestra will perform familiar pieces from the Pokémon video game series and classical
pieces that are sure to delight children and fans of Pokémon, as well as all those who love
classical music, including fans of the NHKSO. The concert will be held at the National
Convention Hall, PACIFICO Yokohama.

All ticket proceeds from this concert will be donated to the POKEMON with YOU Foundation
(https://www.pokemon-foundation.or.jp/) to be used for disaster-related support for children,
supporting meal programs for children, providing ICT education tools, and more.
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Dedicated website:
Pokémon x NHK Symphony Special Orchestra 2023
https://eplus.jp/pokemonnhkss02023 en

Details:

Date: August 10th (Thurs), 2023

Time: Doors open at 2pm, concert begins at 3pm (there will be a break)

Venue: PACIFICO Yokohama, National Convention Hall

Performance by: NHK Symphony Special Orchestra

Conductor: Akito Hiraishi (NHKSO conducting researcher)

Music: From the Pokémon video game series and classical pieces from around the world
Distribution: Live streaming on the official Pokémon YouTube channel

*No fees or reservations are required to watch the live stream.

Organizer: The Pokémon Company

How to participate in person

Reserve tickets on the e+ dedicated website.

The first round of ticket sales will be conducted by lottery.

Tickets: 3,000 JPY (reserved seating only) *children of preschool age cannot participate
Application period (pre-orders): Beginning in late June

Announcement of lottery winners: July 6th (Thurs) *tentative
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NHK Symphony Special Orchestra (performance)

NHK Symphony Orchestra, Tokyo Profile
The NHK Symphony Orchestra was formed on October 5, 1926 under
the name of the New Symphony Orchestra, and in 1951, it came

under the financial support of the Japan Broadcasting Corporation
(NHK) and was renamed the NHK Symphony Orchestra. Since then,
the orchestra has continually invited the world's most renowned
conductors of the time and worked with some of the world's most
celebrated soloists to present innumerable outstanding performances
which have deeply remained in the classical music history of Japan.

It made its first appearance at the Salzburg Festival in August 2013,
and in the spring of 2020, presented concerts in nine major European
cities including Berlin and Vienna, earning high artistic acclaim for its
performances and activities.

Annually the orchestra performs about 120 concerts across Japan
including 54 subscription concerts, which are broadcast nationwide via
NHK television and FM radio and some of which are introduced to the
world through international broadcast services.

In recent years, the orchestra has been involved in a variety of social
contribution activities, including the NHK Music Club for Children,
which visits schools across Japan, and chamber music concerts to
bring comfort and cheer to disaster-stricken areas and hospitals.

Official website: hitps://www.nhkso.or.ip/en/index.html



https://www.nhkso.or.jp/en/index.html

The Pokémon Company CONFIDENTIAL ~ PRESS RELEASES

Akito Hiraishi (conductor)

As a postgraduate majoring in orchestral conducting at Ueno
Gakuen University, Hiraishi studied under Tatsuya Shimono and
Masahiko Okochi. After that, he was taught by Junichi Hirokami
and Toshifumi Tashiro at Tokyo College of Music and then further
honed his skills under the instruction of Johannes Wildner at the
University of Music and Performing Arts in Vienna after moving
there in 2017.

He has been an assistant to Principal Conductor Paavo Jarvi at the
NHK Symphony Orchestra since September 2021 and has been
involved in the orchestra’s performances as a conducting
researcher since January 2022.

He has been active in conducting with the Tokyo Philharmonic
Orchestra and the Hiroshima Wind Orchestra, conducting the NHK
Symphony Orchestra in chamber music performances, and

L3

conducting the Tokyo Spring Music Festival’s “Lohengrin”
(conducted by M. Janowski) as an assistant conductor.

Mini-concerts for reconstruction support of devastated areas have been held on an irregular
basis with NHK Symphony Orchestra members since December 2022. The latest information
about upcoming performances will be posted on a dedicated page on the official website
"Pokemon Daisuki Club". The next concert will be held on June 18th (Sun) in Koriyama City,
Fukushima Prefecture.

https://www.pokemon.jp/special/pokemonminiconcert/
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