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[Press Release: To Members of the Press] TOW I N G

Jun 2, 2026
TOWING Co,, Ltd.

TOWING Launches U.S. and Thailand Operations to Scale
High-Performance Biochar “SORATAN” Globally

Establishing a tri-regional biochar supply network to
accelerate sustainable food systems

TOWING Co., Ltd. (Headquarters: Nagoya, Aichi JAPAN; Representative Director and CEO:
Kohei Nishida; hereinafter “TOWING”), spun out of Nagoya University and a green agritech
startup, has established local subsidiaries in North America and Thailand to accelerate the
global rollout of its high-performance biochar “SORATAN”.

The North American subsidiary was established to conduct market research and develop
partnerships in the United States, with a view to local production of “SORATAN”. The Thai
subsidiary established a “SORATAN” manufacturing base in Saraburi Province to further
advance soil improvement and carbon storage projects using biochar in collaboration with
major food companies.

With these moves, TOWING establishes a “SORATAN” supply infrastructure across three
locations—Japan, the United States, and Thailand—accelerating carbon sequestration and
soil regeneration on a global scale and advancing the development of sustainable food
production systems.

1. United States: Entering the World’s Largest Environmental & Agricultural Market

The United States is one of the world’s largest agricultural producers and a frontrunner in
environmental markets such as carbon credits. TOWING has focused on understanding the
characteristics of the North American biochar market, building a track record of field
demonstrations, and developing a local network in parallel. The company began its North
American research at the end of 2023, and in February 2024 participated in the “2024
North American Biochar Conference” held in Sacramento. In March of the same year, it
established a research lab in California. Later that year, TOWING began field trials of
“SORATAN” at farmland in Ohio owned by KG Agri Products, Inc., a U.S. affiliate of
Kanematsu Corporation, and in 2025 launched a demonstration project with a major U.S.
food processing company—steadily preparing for full business deployment.

Through the newly established local subsidiary, TOWING will analyze the specific needs,
climate, crops, and farmland characteristics of the North American market to build an
optimal supply model for “SORATAN” and biochar-based materials. Going forward, the
company will select business partners for local production and distribution to accelerate
commercial deployment across the vast North American region.

(North American Subsidiary Overview)
Company Name: TOWING North America, Inc.
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Date of Establishment: January 16, 2026

Address: 1100 Main Street, Suite 300-TC, Woodland, CA 95695-3522

President: Takuto Nagata (Executive Officer, Chief Global Officer, TOWING Co., Ltd.)
Director: Shogo Okishio (GM, North, Central and South America Overseas Business
Development, TOWING Co., Ltd.)

Business: Market research, partnership development, and business development for
SORATAN and biochar in North America

2. Thailand: Local Supply & Demonstration of “SORATAN” for Social Challenges

Thailand is one of Southeast Asia’s leading agricultural nations and a hub of the global
agricultural supply chain. Currently, PM2.5 pollution from open-field burning has become a
serious social issue, and the government is leading efforts to ban such burning and promote
the utilization of agricultural residues. Thailand is also advancing its Bio-Circular-Green
(BCG) policy, which promotes industries leveraging biotechnology. Against this backdrop,
biochar—which can help address both challenges—is attracting significant attention.
Additionally, the creation of carbon credits using biochar (such as T-VER) is generating
strong expectations as a new supplementary income source for farmers.

Based on the MOU signed with Kasetsart University in November 2024, TOWING began
demonstration cultivation of industrial crops using “SORATAN” at the university’s farmland
from 2025. In parallel, in collaboration with various global and local Thai food companies,
the company verified effectiveness on export-bound fruit/vegetable crops and commercial
crops at multiple farmlands in Thailand, confirming efficacy under Southeast Asia’s
distinctive climate. These demonstrations were also adopted under the Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry’s “Global South Future-Oriented Co-creation Subsidy”
(FY2023 supplementary budget).

Furthermore, in October of the same year, TOWING signed a collaboration agreement with
SCG Cement Co., Ltd., Thailand’s largest cement manufacturer. Building on this strong
partnership, the company has established a system to manufacture high-performance
biochar “SORATAN” building an integrated supply chain in Thailand from raw material
procurement through manufacturing.

Going forward, TOWING will promote commercial production and the development of
carbon value creation schemes, contributing to the resolution of Thailand’s agricultural and
environmental challenges through the adoption of “SORATAN".

(Thai Subsidiary Overview)

Company Name: SIAM TOWING Co., Ltd.

Date of Establishment: May 7, 2026

Registered Headquarters: 24/1 Moo 4, T. Pluak Daeng, A. Pluak Daeng, Rayong 21140
Thailand

Manufacturing Base: Saraburi Province, Thailand

Managing Director: Toshimasa Asai (GM, Southeast Asia Overseas Business Development,
TOWING Co., Ltd.)
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Business: Manufacture and sale of SORATAN and biochar products

B About TOWING Co., Ltd.

TOWING Co., Ltd., a Nagoya University—originated green agritech startup and developer of
the high-performance biochar “SORATAN”, reduces the use of chemical fertilizers, supports
the transition to more sustainable and organic farming practices, and contributes to
lowering greenhouse gas emissions.

The company is certified as an approved business operator under Japan’s Green Food
System Act (MAFF) and was selected in 2024 for the MAFF Small and Medium Enterprise
Innovation Creation Promotion Fund Program (SBIR Phase 3: Technology Demonstration).

Going forward, TOWING aims to upcycle unused biomass into SORATAN and deploy it in
agriculture worldwide, helping to build a sustainable food production system.

For more information, visit: https://towing.co.jp/en

<TOWING Company Overview>

Address: Nagoya University Incubation Facility, 1 Furo-cho, Chikusa-ku, Nagoya, Aichi 464-
8601, Japan

President: Kohei Nishida

Business: Manufacture and sale of SORATAN; implementation support; agency services for
the acquisition and sale of carbon credits

Founded: February 27, 2020

<Press Inquiries>
TOWING PR Team Inquiry Form: https://forms.gle/K3KxyCAWAGPbqu7M9
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